Comprehensive Exam in Comparative Politics
Ph.D.  Minor and Major Exam
January 2005
Directions:  Answer any three questions.  Please make sure that:

· You address the question clearly and directly

· You cite relevant literature where appropriate (without allowing your answer to become simply a summary of the disciplinary literature)

· You avoid overlap in your answers.

*Please note that you should answer three questions whether this is your major or your minor field.*
1. How useful in the approach of contentious politics in understanding democratizing countries?

2. Is comparative politics inherently hostile to area studies?

3. Has political science contributed anything to the understanding of nationalism, or has it merely borrowed from other disciplines?

4. Select two general approaches used by comparativists (such as political culture, rational choice, institutionalism) and evaluate their relative contributions to the study of a specific subject (such as revolutions, political parties, or regime change).

5. In the 1980s, a number of social scientists sought to "bring the state back in." Was it worth it? What have we gained (or lost) from this focus on the state?

6. Critically evaluate how scholars use history in the study of comparative politics.

7. What is the relationship between capitalism and democracy?

8. Discuss the relationship between approaches that focus on social capital and those that focus on social movements.

9. "The extent to which women and minorities are included is the best measure of how democratic a polity is."  Discuss.
