Comparative Politics Comprehensive Examination:  Spring 2005

  Please answer three (3) of the following questions. Be sure to organize your answers carefully to address the question as posed and cite relevant literature.  Good luck!

l. Evaluate the relative importance of elites and civil society in regime change. You may choose to focus on the breakdown of democracies, authoritarian regimes, or both.

2. Is the “new institutionalism” really new? Discuss whether or not you believe this literature has added insights to the study of comparative politics.

3. For decades, modernization theory has been debated among scholars of comparative politics. Describe the key tenets (or variety of tenets) of modernization theory and the evolution of the controversies about the theory. Do you consider modernization theory, in whole or in part, valid? Why or why not?  

4.   In her article “Rethinking Democratization,” Valerie Bunce concludes, “while the most successful transitions in the South involved bridging, the most successful transitions in the East involved breakage.  To what extent and in what ways in Bunce’s conclusion a departure from other scholars’ interpretations about modes of transition?  Do you agree or disagree with Bunce?  Are there other variables that should be considered for the explanation of the successful transitions?


5. Beginning with de Tocqueville, numerous political scientists have concluded that a vibrant civil society is necessary for effective and stable democratic government.  More recently, many have noted that a vibrant civil society facilitates the downfall of authoritarian regimes.  Do you believe that a similar phenomenon is galvanizing different results? Are both sets of political scientists accurate?

6. How do we account for different levels of women's representation in political leadership in different countries?  Discuss, with reference to countries in at least two world areas.  Be sure to indicate whether the factors you see acting as barriers to women's participation are country/region specific or more general.
 7.     “One of the most important challenges facing scholars of comparative politics is to   

      integrate the international context and the role of international actors into our theories. 
Do you agree or disagree? In your view, has recent comparative politics scholarship 
been meeting this challenge?

8. How important has rational choice been in the sub-field of comparative politics?  Discuss with reference to the advantages and weaknesses of the approach as applied in our subfield of the discipline.

     9.  Compare the relative utility of focusing on political culture and political structure. What 
political phenomena are best studied by each approach?

