Comparative Politics 

Comprehensive Examination

Fall 2005

Please answer THREE (3) of the following questions.  It will be to your advantage to avoid too much overlap.  Refer to specific readings as appropriate to bolster your argument.

l. Among scholars of comparative politics there is an increasing focus on political institutions and constitutional provisions.  Do you believe that these studies have yielded significant insights and results?  Or is the “new institutionalism” likely to fade away as did the institutionalism of the decades prior to the “behavioral revolution?”

2. Does political culture help us understand and explain political reality? Evaluate the utility of political culture for the study of comparative politics.

3. Modernization theory is an approach that has gone out of favor among comparative politics scholars.  Why? What influence did/does this approach have on how we conceptualize and investigate political reality today?

4. Why do some social movements fail while others succeed?  Evaluate the state of our knowledge about social movements and their ability to impact politics.

5. How can we best explain variations in the extent to which democracy has been consolidated in post-communist and other post-authoritarian societies? Do institutional/structural or culturl/ civil society/social capital centered explanations work best?

6. In his classic piece on the comparative method, Harry Eckstein argues in favor of the case study as a way to develop and test social science theory.  Discuss whether trends in comparative politics since then have proved the merits of his argument. Have scholars embraced or moved away from Eckstein’s prescriptions? And do you think scholars should use case studies more or less often in their analyses?
7. Scholars argued forcefully for bringing the state back in to comparative politics research. At the same time, non-state actors, including domestic, non-governmental organizations and international actors, increasingly shape political developments within states. How important is it to include these non-state actors—both internal and external—in our explanations for political developments within states and how can we best do this? 

8. “A society should be judged by the extent to which it has achieved equality for women.” Discuss the implications of this view, once articulated by Charles Fourier, for how we should conceptualize democracy.
9. During the third and fourth waves of democratization, many states divided and broke 

      up.  Choose two to four countries, ideally in two different parts of the world, and            
      assess whether these divisions are better explained by nationalism and ethnicity or
      by leaders’ choices.  Could appropriate constitutional design have accommodated the

      concerns of nationalist/ethnic movements?

