Comparative Politics Comprehensive Exam
Spring 2006

Please answer Three (3) of the following questions. Be sure to organize your answer well, cite relevant literature and, where appropriate, refer to real world cases to demonstrate your knowledge of comparative politics in several regions of the world.  Choose your questions to avoid overlap and thus demonstrate your broad grasp of many parts of the field.  Good luck!

1. In recent years, optimism about the third wave of democratization has given way to pessimism about the prospects for democracy in some parts of the world.  Evaluate the factors conducive to the persistence of authoritarianism (or the development of “quasi-democracy”).  Do you believe we will see a fourth wave of democratization any time soon?

2. Evaluate the importance of the peasantry in political development. Under what conditions can they be transformed from an obstacle to an agent of politically progressive (non-authoritarian) change?

3. “The rational choice approach tends to assume as fact what it should be investigating empirically and rarely explains anything that wasn’t already either obvious or trivial.” Consider the recent work in the rational choice as you evaluate the veracity of this quote.

4. The political culture approach has recently been reborn as the study of nationalism and the politics of identity. To what extent do recent studies in this vein suffer from some of the same problems as the older studies of political culture.

5. Do you believe that selection bias is a major problem in comparative research and if so what are some strategies for avoiding it? In your answer, make sure you reference empirical studies that either commit the selection bias error or employ strategies to avoid it.
6. Beyond vague claims  that “institutions matter,” some scholars argue that the choice of electoral system and whether a political system has many veto points have significant implications for politics. Write an essay that critically evaluates these more specific arguments about how institutions affect politics.
7. “The degree of democracy in a society can be judged by women’s status in that society.”  Discuss with reference to women’s participation in political leadership in two world regions.
8. How do we reconcile focus on the state with the growing influence of subnational and transnational actors in “domestic” politics?

9. How important are political leaders compared to structural factors in comparative politics today? Discuss with reference to works that support your argument.
