 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Comparative Politics Comprehensive Exam, January 2008
Instructions:

Minors and MAs : Choose two topics (four hours)

Majors: Choose three topics (eight hours)

Please note that a number of questions overlap significantly in the literatures they ask you to address.  You should pick topics that are sufficiently different from each other to enable you to demonstrate your breadth of preparation in the comparative literature. You should therefore pick only one question from Part I and be very careful in picking questions from Part II that do not overlap significantly.
Your essays should demonstrate your knowledge of the literature, your ability to criticize that literature, and should also allow you to demonstrate your capacity for original thinking.

Part I:
1.
Discuss the relationship between national wealth and democracy.  How have various scholars addressed this issue?   Assess the validity of generalizations that correlate (a) wealth with successful transition and/or consolidation processes; (b) poverty with non-democratic regimes, and (c) natural- resource superabundance with non-democratic regimes.

2.
Modernization theory is a long-standing theory of democratization.  Describe the tenets of the theory and discuss recent controversies about its validity.  Do you believe that modernization theory, or a part of it, is correct?


3.
Barrington Moore’s most famous line in Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy is undoubtedly, “No bourgeois, no democracy.”  What did he mean? In light of the recent waves of democratization that have occurred since his book was published, is the analysis still valid? 
Part II:
4.
Discuss the strengths and weaknesses of (a) presidential democratic regimes; (b) parliamentary systems, and (c) mixed presidential-parliamentary (i.e., semi-presidential) systems.  Clearly define the key features of these systems and critically assess the scholarly literature. When providing your own assessments of these systems, present relevant evidence to support your arguments.  Do generalizations about these systems tend to be universally valid?

5.
Many scholars believe that, amid the globalization of recent decades, the subfield of comparative politics should not be entirely separate from the subfield of international relations.  Assess recent studies that seek to bridge comparative politics and international relations.  Do you believe that the nexus between comparative politics and international relations should be a significant subfield, or do you believe that this work does justice to neither comparative politics nor international relations

6. 
How do the arguments about globalization differ from those about dependency? Are the two sets of theories mutually exclusive?  Do all of these theories tend to excuse third world elites from accountability for their mistakes?
7.
Define political culture and discuss its strengths and weaknesses as both a dependent variable and as an independent variable.  Specifically, which factors shape political culture? Which phenomena does it explain?   In discussing the relevant literature, critically assess the contributions of Max Weber, Gabriel Almond & Sidney Verba, Robert Inglehart, and Robert Putnam, as well as others you may wish to discuss.

8.
 Scholars have debated the most advantageous electoral rules for new democracies.  Drawing on analyses of the impact of electoral rules in long-standing as well as new democracies, what rules would you recommend for new democracies?  Would you recommend certain rules for some kinds of new democracies and other rules for other kinds of new democracies?  If you desire, focus your answer on one or two nations.

9.
Scholars are divided about whether or not faith-based organizations should be considered components of civil society.  Describe the debate and indicate your position.  How do you believe religious faith is affecting democratization?  Focus your answer on a set of countries relevant to your argument, or on one or two regions of the world
10.
 Marx argued that all theories are necessarily polemical. Consider the work in the areas of rational choice, historical institutionalism and political culture.  What are the political biases in each set of theories? Do these biases matter?

11.
In recent years path dependence has become a major focus in understanding the institutional variations in advanced industrial countries. Do such phenomena as corporatism, social capital, and the “varieties of capitalism” require path dependent narratives? Does a focus on path dependence express, or  lead to, a conservative bias?
