Comparative Politics Comprehensive Exam January  2012

For the MAJOR:    Answer 4 questions.  You must answer at least one question in Part I and at least two questions in Part II.  Time: 8 hours.

For the MINOR:  Answer 3 questions.  You must answer at least one question in Part I and at least one question in Part II.  Time: 6 hours.

Part I

1. In recent years scholars of comparative politics have developed an interest in field experiments. Why have field experiments become so popular so fast? Is randomization possible in the social sciences and is it the solution to all of our problems?

2. The trend toward the use of "mixed methods" simply proves the old adage "If your mind is too open, your brains will fall out." Does the trend lead to superficiality rather than depth?

3. Do all good comparativists need to be grounded in a particular region?

Part II

1. Scholars have not found a straightforward relationship between regime type and economic growth. Does this mean that there is no relationship? What are the strengths and limitations of existing research on this topic?

2. Advanced industrial democracies have provided social welfare benefits to their citizens to different extents and in different ways. How do welfare states vary and what factors are relevant in predicting this variation?

3. In some countries women are better represented in the workplace than in others. What sorts of policies are relevant in boosting women's workforce participation rates? Why have these policies been enacted in some countries an not in others?

4. In the past, scholars have relied on the concept of “civicness” to explain outcomes ranging from the quality of governance to ethnic conflict. Is civicness still a useful concept for political science? Or is civicness simply endogenous to other factors?

5. What do the "color revolutions" and the protests in the MENA tell us about the role of structure and agency in political developments?

6. To what extent do new social media call into question or require a revision in our thinking about social movements?

7. "There are no adjectives in front of democracy."  Discuss, with reference to the literature on democratization and hybrid regimes.

8. The study of political parties has been central to the subdicipline of comparative politics since the beginning.  But despite Sartori's influential "concept misformation" article, the definition of the term "party" has not become more clear.  Is this a problem for comparative research?

9. Are strong parliaments the essence or the enemy of democracy?  
