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PhD Comprehensive Exam: International Politics
Majors: Pick one question from section I and 3 questions from section II.

Minors: Pick one question from section I and 2 questions from section II.

Section I.

1. By what criteria would you distinguish “good theory” from “bad theory” in the study of international politics?  Use examples to illustrate your points.

2. Is “objective” inquiry in the study of international politics a realizable goal? 

Section II.

1. How do we explain the existence or absence of conflict in international affairs?  Is it useful to distinguish among types of conflict such as general war, inter_state conflict, ethnic conflict, or civil war?  Discuss differences in how theorists have assessed the origins and nature of conflict.

2. From different theoretical perspectives, discuss the impact of sovereignty on state behavior, system stability, and conflict.  Have these effects been changed at all by globalization?

3. Discuss traditional and contemporary variants of realism.  Do contemporary views offer vibrant new research programs or are they really just old wine in new bottles?

4. Discuss the various ways that IR scholars have looked at organizations such as classic organizational theory, organizational culture, and institutional analyses.  Demonstrate how these different perspectives lead to different expectations on an issue of your choice. 

5. How do private actors interact with international organizations and states to enhance or undermine security or economic governance?  How and when have they helped or hindered efforts by these organizations and states to achieve their goals such as economic stability, coordination, conflict prevention, building stable government, and military effectiveness?  Focus on one issue area of your choice to illustrate your answer.

6. What have we learned about foreign policy decision-making since the explosion of literature on the subject in the late 1960s and early 1970s?  What productive avenues are left to be explored in this IR sub-field?

