PHD Comprehensive Exam: International Politics

Fall 2005
Majors: Answer FOUR of the questions below.

Minors: Answer THREE of the questions below.

Pace yourself and watch the time. All answers are weighted equally.

1) In what specific ways has the revival of the English School provided helpful ways of examining international politics? What are its primary shortcomings?

2) Assess the merits of neo-utilitarian approaches in explaining war and peace.

3) Provide two specific examples of peaceful change in international politics and provide your most compelling arguments for these outcomes. 

4) If international organizations did not exist, how would the world be different if at all?

5) Non-state actors, such as private firms and civil society campaigns, have become increasingly visible in security affairs and political economy. To what extent does their activity alter international politics?

6) How useful are decision-making theories for understanding international politics? What are their limits?

7) Is political science a science? Be explicit about your criteria.
8) Is the “balance of power” a useful concept for understanding politics in current global systems?  Why or why not? 

