April 2007

M.A. Comprehensive Exam: International Relations

Answer any three of the following questions:

1. Is it possible to have a value-free social science?

2. Has the definition of security issues changed since the end of the Cold War?

3. Through what mechanisms do non-governmental organizations exercise influence in the international system? Provide at least two examples.

4. If all actors were truly rational, war would never occur. Discuss.

5. To what extent has globalization compromised the principle of sovereignty?

6. How useful is the Prisoner’s Dilemma for understanding international politics?

7. Why do states tend to comply with international law? 
