International Politics Comprehensive Exam: January 2007
If you are an IR MAJOR: Answer FOUR Questions

If you are an IR MINOR or an M.A. Student: Answer THREE Questions

All questions count equally. Watch the time. Be sure to demonstrate your mastery of the field.
1) Through what mechanisms might non-governmental organizations exercise influence in the international system? Provide at least two examples.

2) Would the world be different if international organizations did not exist? If so, how? If not, why not?

3) Since international law typically provides no enforcement mechanisms, how do analysts treat the issue of compliance in the absence of enforcement?

4) How important is the concept of legitimacy for understanding international politics?

5) What are the most compelling explanations for war?

6) To what extent does sovereignty affect state behavior, stability, and conflict?

7) Is the “balance of power” a useful concept for understanding contemporary global politics? Why or why not?

8) Has the end of the Cold War increased the value of the foreign policy over the international relations approach for studying international politics? Explain.
