International Politics Comprehensive Exam
May 2007

For Majors: answer FOUR of the following questions.

For Minors: Answer THREE of the following questions.

All answers count equally. Watch the time.

I. Discuss if and how globalization has undermined the importance of sovereignty as a guiding principle in international relations.

II. How would international politics look different if international law did not exist?

III. Is the debate between rationalism and constructivism becoming the main theoretical divide in the study of international relations? Discuss. In your answer, lay out the main differences between rationalists and constructivists and address whether you believe this is a productive theoretical debate.

IV. How, if at all, has the study of security issues changed since the end of the Cold War? 
V. Through what mechanisms do non-governmental organizations exercise influence in the international system? Provide at least two examples.

VI. Discuss the most effective explanations of change in the international system.

