







January 2008

Comprehensive Examination: International Relations

Major Field Exam: Answer FOUR questions and have EIGHT hours to do so.

Minor Field Exam: Answer  THREE questions and have SIX hours to do so.

All answers will be given equal weight.  

1.  Discuss the ways in which the assumption of “rational” behavior has hindered and helped the development of international relations theory.  

2.  Are macro-level theories like realism, liberalism, and constructivism useful for the study of foreign policy decisionmaking?  If so, how?  If not, why, and what tools would be better?  
3.  What elements of democratic peace arguments might be relevant to relations among non-democratic states and why?  

4.  Can terrorists be deterred?  Why or why not?  
5.  Is anarchy a useful assumption for IR theory in the 21st century?  Why or why not?  Be sure to provide a clear definition of anarchy
6.  Through what mechanisms can non-state actors influence world politics?  Give at least two concrete examples.  Then discuss the theoretical implications of these modes of influence.  What implications do they have for IR theory?  

7.  Some scholars argue that increasing trade and capital mobility have important homogenizing effects on the national policies of countries.  Others argue that governments maintain considerable flexibility in setting domestic economic policies, even in the face of increased economic interdependence.  Critically assess these arguments and the evidence for such constraining effects on national policymaking. 

