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May 2008

Comprehensive Examination: International Relations
Major Field Exam: Answer FOUR questions and have EIGHT hours to do so.

Minor Field Exam: Answer THREE questions and have SIX hours to do so.

MA exam: Answer THREE questions and have SIX hours to do so.

All answers will be given equal weight.  Be sure to refer to the relevant literature in your answers.

1. Both rationalist and constructivist theorists emphasize the importance of communication in international politics, but they think about this relationship in very different ways.  Assess the relative strengths and weaknesses of rationalist and constructivist theories of communication, with specific application to a major controversy in the field of international relations.  Examples of such controversies might include the causes of war, the origins of inter-state cooperation, or the circumstances under which we may expect system change.
2. Is it valid or useful to distinguish between theories of international relations and theories of foreign policy?  Why or why not? 

3. To what extent are states hostage to global markets and private actors and to what extent can states control their own economic destiny?  What theories help us understand this relationship or, if contemporary theories are inadequate, where does more theoretical work need to be done? 

4. Does international relations theory tell us anything about the causes of civil wars?  If so, what?  If not, what theories do a better job? 

5. What assumptions did Cold War-era deterrence theorists make about relationships between adversarial states in international politics?  Were these assumptions valid?  Do they apply equally well to the Cold War and post-Cold War periods?

6. How does the existence of multilateral institutions shape politics and outcomes?  Choose two institutions or issue areas and compare the role these institutions have played.

7. Democratization may (or may not) have international effects but what role have international factors played in the spread of democracy?

