International Politics Comprehensive Written Exam

Fall 2008
Majors must answer four questions. Minors must answer three. All questions count equally, so be sure to watch the time.

1. Is it useful for international politics theorists to think of the contemporary international system as ‘unipolar’? Why or why not?

2. To explain escalation and the spread of conflict, should international politics theory focus on the internal characteristics of the conflicting parties or instead on conflict dynamics that affect all states alike? For example, how useful is it to know that the parties are democratic or have well-developed foreign policy bureaucracies when assessing how deterrence or action-reaction processes work?

3. How do concerns about the central issues of contemporary international politics influence developments in international relations theorizing?

4. Much of the theoretical literature on foreign policy decision-making has been produced by scholars studying the United States. How might more comparative work on non-American cases enrich our theories of foreign policy decision-making?

5. To what extent is trying to synthesize realism and constructivism fruitful? Illustrate your points with specific examples.

6. Many political scientists use work from other disciplines (e.g., history, economics, sociology, anthropology, psychology) to enrich our understanding of international relations and foreign policy. Choose two disciplines other than political science and show how these have influenced scholarship in IR/foreign policy. What are the pros and cons of working with these other disciplinary approaches?

7. Would international relations be significantly different without international organizations? NGOs? Why or why not?
