International Politics 

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM 

FALL 2009

Majors: choose four of the following questions.

Minors: choose three of the following questions.

Watch the time, all questions count equally.

1. Evaluate the following statement: “All IR theory is a product of its time.”  

2. Would international politics be notably different without the participation of non-state actors? If so how, and through what specific mechanisms do they make a difference? If not, why not? 

3. Under what circumstances might multi-method work be preferable to single-method research in international relations?  Under what circumstances might multi-method work not be preferable?

4. How well do scholars of international politics account for change? 

5. Compare and contrast theories of cooperation and non-cooperation offered by scholars of international security on the one hand, and international political economy, on the other. Why are they different? Should they be?

6. Many scholars of comparative politics argue that American politics should simply be considered a branch of comparative politics.  In a similar vein, is it useful to think of American foreign policy as simply a branch of general international relations scholarship, or is there something different about American foreign policy?

