IR Comprehensive Exam
Fall 2010 
Majors answer four of the following questions.

Minors answer three.

Watch the time; all questions count equally
1. How have international political economy scholars sought to integrate domestic and international factors in their explanations? Do current approaches do a good job at integrating these two levels of explanation? Why or why not?
2. What are the promises and pitfalls of strategic choice perspectives for the analysis of international politics? Be sure to provide some empirical examples that these approaches seem best and least-suited to explain.

3. To what extent and in what specific ways has the rise of transnational actors affected the development of IR theory?

4.  
What is the relationship between theories of foreign policy and theories of international politics? Are they independent, or do they depend on each other?

5.  Why are there so few cumulative findings in international relations?
6.  
Analyze the role of institutions in international politics.

7.    What causes war?

8. 
What are some sources of hierarchy in international politics? What effects do they have on the international system?


