Comprehensive Exam: Political Theory Minor
January 2009
Answer one question from each of the three sections below.  You may not discuss a particular theorist more than once in answering the questions.  You have 6 hours to answer three questions.

Section I – Overview 

1. What kind of role should reflection on economics play within political theory? Answer with reference to three theorists (each from a different century) who are exemplary either 

of the promise, or of the pitfalls, of incorporating economic analysis and categories into political theory.

2. It has been said that the defining characteristics of modern political thought are self-interest and institutions, while ancient political thought focused on man's soul and on political regimes that mirrored the soul.  Define these terms (self-interest, institutions, soul, regime), and argue for or against this proposition, referencing at least one ancient thinker and at least one modern thinker.

3. Throughout the canon of political theory, we find radically different modes of analysis and normative argument employed to address vital political theoretical questions.  Many theorists have used history to situate and diagnose problems of their times, though notably ancient theorists did not do so.  Taking a thinker from each of four periods (ancient, early modern, modern, and contemporary) discuss the form and purpose of their use of the past and the theoretical purchase it has provided.             

Section II - Comparison

1. Tocqueville contends in Democracy in America that “one cannot make it so that there are no dogmatic beliefs, that is, opinions men receive on trust without discussing them” and that “no society can prosper without such beliefs.” Explicate this line of argument with reference to specific dogmas Tocqueville identifies as salutatory in America, and explain how you think John Stuart Mill would react to the argument.  
2. Will Rawls's A Theory of Justice be remembered 100 years from now as the definitive work of 20th Century Anglo-American political thought?  Or will one of his critics, or one of his later books, be remembered as defining the age?  Answer with reference to TJ, and to one other work on the question of justice.

3. Hobbes and Rousseau’s conceptions of sovereignty share many elements but are constructed toward different ends.  Compare their conceptions, paying attention to the way Rousseau takes up and remakes the Hobbesian conception of sovereignty. 

Section III – Single author

1. What is Aristotle's teaching regarding the rule of the many?

 2. Two men are disputing over water rights to a river.  One claimant has been running a water wheel on the river to power his family's mill, which has been in continuous operation in its present form for a century.  The other man has dammed the river upstream to create a reservoir, which he is using to power multiple water wheels in his much more modern and productive factory.  The flow of the river is now constant, but much diminished from its previous flow.  Using Locke's theory of the Second Treatise, which claimant has the "property right" to that water?

3. Accounts of Nietzsche's political thought differ markedly. Some place him on the Right, others on the Left, and still others view him as an unpolitical or anti-political thinker—a man concerned mainly with private projects of self-realization. How are we to best understand Nietzsche's contribution to political thought? Discuss in relationship to specific Nietzsche texts and their arguments. 
 
