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PhD Student, The George Washington University 

ryan.kaufman@gwu.edu 
 
EDUCATION 

 
The George Washington University        (Expected Conferral 2030) 
PhD, Department of Political Science, International Relations Program 
2025 – Present 
 
Johns Hopkins University, School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) 
Master of Arts, International Public Policy, May 2025 
 
American Military University 
Master of Arts, Homeland Security, April 2022 

Thesis: “Alternative Analysis Influence on the Intelligence Process: A Comparative Case Study” 
(with honors) 

 
University of Florida 
Bachelor of Arts, Criminology & Law, minor in Arabic Languages & Literatures, May 2015 
 
RESEARCH AFFILIATIONS 

 
Center for Strategic and Budgetary Assessments (CSBA) 
Visiting Fellow 
2024 – present 
 
MILITARY EXPERIENCE 

 
Current Department Head, Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Information Warfare (N2N6), 

Pentagon, Washington, DC (Lieutenant Commander, Naval Reserve) 
 
2022–2024 Senior Intelligence Advisor, Chief of Naval Operations-Intelligence Plot, Pentagon, Washington, 

DC (Lieutenant, Active Duty) 
 
2021–2021 Deputy Director of Intelligence (N2A), U.S. Naval Forces Korea (CNFK), Busan, South Korea 

(Lieutenant, Active Duty) 
 
2019–2021 Tactics Department, Electronic Attack Squadron 135 (VAQ-135), Whidbey Island, Washington 

(Lieutenant, Active Duty) 
 
2016–2019 Branch Chief, Warning Intelligence, U.S. Strategic Command, Omaha, Nebraska (Lieutenant 

Junior Grade, Active Duty) 
 
Qualifications  Weapons and Tactics Instructor (WTI), Operational Intelligence Analysis, Information  
& Training  Warfare, Joint Professional Military Education (JPME) I, Aviation Intelligence, Battle Watch 

Captain, Naval Space Officer, Requirements Manager 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

Asterisk (*) indicates peer-review 
 
2026 “Diamond in the Rough: The Past, Present, and Future of the NATO ISR Force,” Center for 

Strategic and Budgetary Assessments, February 2026. (with T. Sharp) 
 



2022 “Alternative Analysis Influence on the Intelligence Process: A Comparative Case Study,” 
American Public University System: Richard G. Trefry Archives, April 2022. (Master’s thesis) 

 
WORK IN PROGRESS 

 
2026 *“Slow-Motion Adaptation: Intermittent Wars and NATO’s Alliance Ground Surveillance 

Program, 1991-2021,” Under review with Journal of Strategic Studies. (with T. Sharp) 
 
2026  “Inside the Chain: Emerging Expeditionary CONOPs in the Western Pacific,” Center for 

Strategic and Budgetary Assessments. (in draft) 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 
2026  Teaching Assistant, Professor Yonatan Lupu, The George Washington University 

“Introduction to International Politics,” undergraduate lecture course, section discussions 
 
2025  Teaching Assistant, Professor Adam Dean, The George Washington University 

“Introduction to International Politics,” undergraduate lecture course, section discussions 
 
2020–present Instructor, U.S. Navy Information Warfare (IW) Qualification Program 
  Schooling and oral board process required for all U.S. Navy IW officers 
 
2020-2021 Instructor, Electronic Attack Weapons School (EAWS), Whidbey Island, WA 
  Integrated Air Defense Systems (IADS), Electronic Attack, Electronic Support, Intelligence 
 
FELLOWSHIPS & AWARDS 

 
2025–present Fellow, Alexander Hamilton Society, Strategic Studies Seminar 
 
2025–present GWU Political Science Departmental Fellowship (full tuition and stipend) 
 
2022  U.S. Navy Intelligence Officer of the Year, Rear Admiral Thomas A. Brooks Award 
 
2021  U.S. Navy Information Warfare Officer of the Year, EA-18G Growler Community 
 
2019  U.S. Navy Intelligence Officer of the Year, Rear Admiral Thomas A. Brooks Award 
 
2019  Joint Company Grade Officer of the Year, U.S. Strategic Command 
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