
Adam Dean

Contact
Information

2115 G St NW, 478 860-961-4495
Washington, DC 20052 adamdean@gwu.edu

Academic
Employment

George Washington University
• Associate Professor, Department of Political Science, 2023-present
• Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 2017-2023

Middlebury College
• Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, 2014-2017

Academic
Positions

Harvard University
• Visiting Scholar, Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, 2020-2021

Education University of Chicago

PhD, Political Science, 2014

MA, Political Science, 2010

London School of Economics

MSc, International Political Economy, 2007

University of Pennsylvania

BA, Philosophy and Political Science, 2006

Books 1. Opening Up By Cracking Down: Labor Repression and Trade Liberalization
in Democratic Developing Democracies. Cambridge University Press: Political
Economy of Institutions and Decisions (October 2022).

2. From Conflict to Coalition: Profit-Sharing Institutions and the Political
Economy of Trade. Cambridge University Press: Political Economy of Institutions
and Decisions (September 2016).

- J. David Greenstone Book Prize 2017 (Finalist), Politics and History
Section, American Political Science Association

Peer-Reviewed
Publications

1. “Opening Markets, One Threat at a Time: How US Trade Policy Pressure Shapes
Global Commerce.” With Ken Shadlen and Hannah Sworn. Review of International
Political Economy, (2026), 1-29.

2. “The Effects Of Labor Unions On Nurse Staffing Ratios And Quality Of Care In
US Nursing Homes, 2013–21.” With Jamie McCallum, Atheendar Venkataramani,
Paula Chatterjee, Norma Coe, and David Michaels. Health Affairs, 45:3 (March
2026), 278-284.

3. “California’s Heat Standard And Heat-Related Deaths Among Outdoor Workers.”
With Jamie McCallum. Health Affairs, 44:12 (December 2025), 1490-1496.

4. “Labor Unions and Staff Turnover in US Nursing Homes.” With Jamie McCallum,
Atheendar Venkataramani, and David Michaels. JAMA Network Open, (October
2023).
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5. “The Effect Of Labor Unions On Nursing Home Compliance With OSHA’s Workplace
Injury And Illness Reporting Requirement.” With Jamie McCallum, Atheendar
Venkataramani, and David Michaels. Health Affairs, 42:9 (September 2023).

6. “Arresting the Opposition: Labor Repression and Trade Liberalization in Developing
Countries.” International Studies Quarterly, 66:3 (September 2022).

- Dorothy Day Award 2020, Labor Politics, American Political Science
Association

7. “Resident Mortality and Worker Infection Rates from COVID-19 Lower in Union
versus Nonunion US Nursing Homes, 2020-21.” With Jamie McCallum, Simeon
Kimmel, and Atheendar Venkataramani. Health Affairs, 41:5 (May 2022), 751-
759.

8. “Rewarded by Friends and Punished by Enemies: The CIO and the Taft-Hartley
Act.” With Jonathan Obert. LABOR: Studies in Working-Class History, 18:3
(September 2021), 78-113.

9. “School Districts Are More Likely to Adopt Mask Mandates When Teachers Are
Unionized.” With Jamie McCallum, Simeon Kimmel, and Atheendar Venkataramani.
Health Affairs, 40:8 (August 2021), 1270-1276.

10. “Mortality Rates from COVID-19 are Lower in Unionized Nursing Homes.” With
Atheendar Venkataramani and Simeon Kimmel. Health Affairs, (November 2020).

11. “Shocked into Service: Free Trade and the American South’s Military Burden.”
With Jonathan Obert. International Interactions, 46:1 (January 2020), 51-81.

12. “Free Trade and Opioid Overdose Death in the United States.” With Simeon
Kimmel. Social Science & Medicine - Population Health, 8 (August 2019), 100409.

13. “NAFTA’s Army: Free Trade and U.S. Military Enlistment.” International Studies
Quarterly, 62:4 (December 2018), 845-856.

14. “Power Over Profits: The Political Economy of Workers and Wages.” Politics &
Society 43:3 (September 2015), 333-360.

15. “The Gilded Wage: Profit Sharing Institutions and the Political Economy of
Trade.” International Studies Quarterly 59:2 (June 2015), 316-329.

Book
Manuscript in
Preparation

1. If There Is No Struggle, There Is No Progress: Labor’s Fight for
Political and Economic Democracy. In progress.

Working Papers 1. “No Struggle, No Progress: Labor Unions’ Fight for Democracy and Workers’
Rights.” R&R, Journal of Politics.

Fellowships
and Grants

National Institute on Aging - National Institutes of Health ($3,211,363) 2024-2029

Russell Sage Foundation ($96,917) 2025-2026

Shapiro Policy Research Scholars Program, George Washington University 2025-2026

WorkRise - Urban Institute ($235,000) 2023-2025

Washington Center for Equitable Growth ($65,000) 2022-2024

Shapiro Policy Research Scholars Program, George Washington University 2022-2023

George Washington University - CIBER ($12,510) 2022-2023
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George Washington University - CIBER ($12,300) 2020-2022

Harvard University - Weatherhead Center 2020-2021

University Facilitating Fund, George Washington University ($19,816) 2020-2021

University Facilitating Fund, George Washington University ($20,380) 2019-2020

George Washington University - CIBER ($9,840) 2018-2019

Shapiro Policy Research Scholars Program, George Washington University 2018-2019

Columbian College Facilitating Fund, George Washington University ($8,123) 2018-2019

Start-up Research Funds, George Washington University 2017-2020

Start-up Research Funds, Middlebury College 2014-2017

Junior Research Fellowship, Juan March Institute (Declined) 2014-2017

Postdoctoral Fellowship, USC Center for International Studies (Declined) 2014-2015

Mellon Dissertation Writing Fellowship, University of Chicago 2013-2014

Social Sciences Division Fellowship, University of Chicago 2008-2013

Grodzins Prize Lectureship, University of Chicago 2013

Doolittle-Harrison Fellowship,University of Chicago 2012

Nicholson Graduate Student Fellowship, University of Chicago 2012

Rotary International, Cultural Ambassadorial Scholarship 2007-2008

Teaching
Experience

George Washington University
International Relations (PSC1003) 2017-present
Globalization and Labor (PSC 3192W) 2017-present
International Political Economy (PSC 6439) 2018-present
Power and Violence in America (PSC 3192W) 2019-present
Advanced Theories of International Political Economy (PSC 8453) 2022-present
Labor Unions and Political Economy (PSC 3192W) 2025-present

Middlebury College
International Politics (PSCI 209) 2014-2017
International Political Economy (PSCI 304) 2014-2017
Political Economy of International Trade (PSCI 455) 2015-2017
Power and Violence in America (PSCI 282) 2015-2017

University of Chicago (as Lecturer)
Political Economy of Development, Trade, and Distribution Spring 2013

Dissertation
Committees

George Washington University
Jack Hasler, Alex Kirss, Nick Luettke

Presentations Book Manuscript Conferences
• Opening Up By Cracking Down
-Harvard University, hosted by Jeffry Friden January 2021

• From Conflict to Coalition
-Harvard University, hosted by Jeffry Friden May 2015

Invited Talks
• Carlos III University; Madrid, Spain June 2025
• Pompeu Fabra; Barcelona, Spain June 2025
• Oxford University - IR Research Colloquium October 2023
• University College London - Department of Political Science October 2023
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• London School of Economics - IPE Seminar October 2023
• University of Chicago - Workshop on International Politics October 2023
• Princeton University - Niehaus Center September 2023
• Columbia University - International Politics Seminar February 2023
• Yale University - Comparative Politics Workshop November 2022
• MIT - IPE Speaker Series November 2022
• Harvard University - Weatherhead Center November 2022
• Georgetown University - Kalmanovitz Initiative June 2022
• GW Milken Institute School of Public Health October 2020
• Georgetown University - Kalmanovitz Initiative September 2020
• McGill University, International Peace and Security Studies February 2019
• University of Wisconsin-Madison, International Relations February 2019
• D.C. Area Labor and Working-Class History Seminar September 2018
• Georgetown University, Political Economy Workshop January 2018
• George Washington University, IR Workshop October 2017
• University of Oxford, Nuffield College Seminar May 2017
• London School of Economics, International Political Economy Series May 2017
• Institute of Development Studies, University of Sussex May 2017
• Stanford University, IR Workshop March 2017
• London School of Economics, International Political Economy Series March 2016
• Texas A&M, Political Economy & Political Violence Seminar February 2016
• University of Massachusetts Amherst, Political Economy February 2015

Conferences
Organized

MPSA Annual Conference - IPE Section Head 2018-2019
APSA Labor Politics Conference - Co-Organizer 2022-2023

Service Reviewer: Cambridge University Press; Oxford University Press; American Journal
of Political Science, Business and Politics, Comparative Political Studies, European
Journal of Political Economy, Health Affairs, International Organization, International
Security, International Studies Quarterly, International Theory, Journal of the American
Medical Association - Internal Medicine, Journal of Politics, PLOS ONE, Public Choice,
and Social Science Quarterly

Coordinator, GW International Relations Workshop 2021-2023

Coordinator, DC-Area Labor and Working-Class History Seminar 2018 - 2021

Coordinator, GW Department of Political Science Speaker Series 2018 - 2020

Popular
Publications

“Unions raise wages. Tariffs don’t.” Economic Policy Institute, 12 September, 2025.

“Labor unions and the defense of American democracy.” With Jamie McCallum and
Jake Grumbach. Economic Policy Institute, 20 December 2023.

“Want a Safer Workplace? Join a Union.” With Jamie McCallum and David Michaels.
The American Prospect, 5 October 2023.

“Neoliberalism Was Built on Anti-Worker Repression.” Jacobin, 8 October 2022.

“Unions say they help stop Covid-19 from spreading. They may be right.” With Jamie
McCallum. The Monkey Cage Blog, The Washington Post, 27 April 2022.

“Strong teachers unions and school mask mandates go together.” With Jamie McCallum.
The Monkey Cage Blog, The Washington Post, 20 August 2021.

“Beyond the Sacklers: Free-trade policies contributed to the opioid epidemic.” With
Simeon Kimmel. The Boston Globe, 13 October 2019 (STAT News, 7 October 2019).

4 of 5



“Free trade doesn’t just lead to job loss.” The Monkey Cage Blog, The Washington
Post, 15 July 2019.

“Trump Says He Wants to Protect Steelworkers. Why Are They Unhappy?” The
Monkey Cage Blog, The Washington Post, 20 September 2018.

“Trump’s Trade Reforms Will Not Increase US Wages.” Labor Notes, 9 February 2017.

“Trump and Clinton are both wrong. Trade policy won’t automatically raise U.S.
workers’ wages.” The Monkey Cage Blog, The Washington Post, 13 September 2016.
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